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R Background

R is an open-source, object-oriented statistical programming language

• History:
– R is based on the S statistical programming language developed 

by John Chambers at Bell labs in the 1980’s
– The commercial package S-plus is based on the S language
– R is an open-source implementation of the S language
– Developed by Robert Gentlemen and Ross Inhaka in New Zealand

• Features:
– R is a high-level, object-oriented programming environment
– R has advanced graphical capabilities
– Statisticians around the world contribute add-on packages… 

therefore:
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R Evolution

• S is the original 
language

• S-plus is a commercial  
implementation of S

• R is an open-source 
implementation of S

• R is very similar to, 
but not identical with, 
other implementations 
of S
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Facets of R (why an actuary would care!)

1.An interface to computational procedures of many kinds
2. Interactive, hands-on in real time
3.Modular, built from standardized pieces
4.Collaborative, a world-wide, open-source effort
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Growing interest in R

• August 2006
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Growing interest in R

• November 2006
http://www.casact.org/newslette

r/index.cfm?fa=viewart&id=5
311

http://www.casact.org/newslette
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Growing interest in R

• January 2009
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/07/technology/business-computing/07program.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/07/technology/business-computing/07program.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print
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Growing interest in R

• September-October 2013
Source: Actuarial Review


