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1943-2015 
Douglas J. Hoylman, the six-time national champion of the American Crossword Puzzle 
Tournament, died at his home on November 2, 2015, in Chevy Chase, Maryland. An actuary 
for GEICO from 1970 to the 1990s, he was born July 2, 1943, in Kalispell, Montana, to Byron 
G. Hoylman and Nona Marie (Velten) Hoylman.

He earned a mathematics degree at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
completed his doctorate in mathematics at the University of Arizona in Tucson in 1969. In 
high school, Hoylman won several accolades for his mathematical acumen, including 
double honors and the highest score in the Mathematics Association of America and the 
Society of Actuaries’ math contest in 1959. 

While living in an apartment across the street from his employer, Hoylman rose to fame 
as a crosswords champion. He was dubbed “the Michael Jordan of crossword puzzles” 
during a radio interview and was the subject of a November 1998 Actuarial Review column, 
“Nonactuarial Pursuits of Casualty Actuaries.” He acquired his love for the word game from 
his mother and also played Scrabble and Trivial Pursuit competitively.  

He is buried at Conrad Memorial Cemetery in Kalispell with a headstone featuring a 
crossword puzzle connecting the words “Crossword Puzzles Champ.” His brother survives 
him. 

The November 1998 Actuarial Review article, "A Modest Champion," follows.
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